m LOVE LEARNING LANGUAGES

It's easy to confuse jouer a and jouer de, but the
difference is simple once you understand the context.
One is for games and sports, the other is for musical
instruments.

1. Jouer a » games and sports

Use jouer a whenever you talk about playing a game or a
sport. Think of it as participating in an activity that has
rules or involves competition.

Examples:

e Je joue au football tous les samedis.
e Elle joue a la pétanque avec ses amis.

e Nous jouons aux échecs apres l'école.
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Tip: imagine you are going “to” play something — that
“a” signals you're engaging in a game or sport.

2. Jouer de » musical instruments

Use jouer de when you talk about playing a musical

instrument. Here, you are producing music rather than
competing or following rules.

Examples:

e || joue du piano depuis dix ans.
e Elle joue de la guitare dans un groupe.

e Mon frére joue des percussions dans un orchestre.

Tip: always pair de with the article that matches the
iInstrument: du, de la, des.
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