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Both deuxiéme and second mean “second” in English,
but they don't always carry the same nuance in French.
Here's how to tell them apart, and when you can use
either one.

1. Deuxiéme - The second in a series (when there’s a
third, fourth, etc.)

Use deuxiéme when you're referring to the second item
in an ongoing series, where there could easily be a
troisieme, quatrieme, and so on.

It's the more neutral and common choice, especially in
everyday French.

Examples:

e Le deuxiéme étage - The second floor (there's
probably a third!)
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e Le deuxiéme jour du mois - The second day of the
month

e Ma deuxiéme voiture - My second car (I might get
another later)

e | e deuxiéme chapitre du livre - The second chapter
(and there’s a third one after it)

You can safely use deuxiéme in almost any situation
without sounding odd.

2. Second - The last “second” in a sequence (when
there are only two)

Use second when you mean “the second and last”, when
there are only two possibilities or items. It adds a sense
of completion.

Examples:

e | e second acte d'une piece - The second (and final)
act of a play

e Ma seconde fille - My second (and last) daughter

LLL French Club
View the full lesson
€ lovelearninglanguages.com - © 2025 Love Learning Languages



https://love-learning-languages1.teachable.com/p/lll-french-club
https://wp.me/paIOTU-55J
https://www.yourwebsite.com
http://lovelearninglanguages.com

e Le second tour d'une élection - The second and final
round of an election

e |Le second bras d'uneriviéere - The second branch
(and only other branch) of a river

If there's a third item, use deuxiéme.
If there are only two, second is preferred.

3. Common exceptions and modern usage

In everyday French, many people use deuxiéme for
everything, even when technically second would fit better.

You'll always sound natural using deuxiéme, but using
second when it makes sense (like in le second tour or la
Seconde Guerre mondiale) gives your French a more
refined touch.

Fixed expressions:

e Le second tour - The second round (elections)

e La Seconde Guerre mondiale - The Second World
War
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e Une seconde chance - A second chance (and no
more!)

4. Easy way to remember

e Deuxiéme - Any second (open series)

e Second - The final second (closed series)

If there's a third, use deuxiéme.
If there's no third, use second.
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