
 

French Prepositions Vers and Envers 
 

The French prepositions vers and envers can seem 
confusing at first.  These small words are packed with 
meaning and subtle differences that can change the 
nuance of your sentences.  

1. Understanding "Vers" 
 

"Vers" generally means "toward" or "around" and is 
often used to indicate direction, time, or 
approximation. It is a versatile preposition that 
appears in both literal and figurative contexts. 

Uses of "Vers" 
 

1. Direction (toward a physical location): 

   - Elle se dirige vers la maison.​
   - She is heading toward the house. 
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2. Figurative direction (toward a goal, idea, or person): 

   - Il montre beaucoup de respect vers ses 
professeurs.​
   - He shows a lot of respect toward his teachers. 

3. Approximation (time or quantity): 

   - Je serai chez toi vers six heures.​
   - I’ll be at your house around six o’clock. 

4. Emotional or intellectual focus: 

   - Ses pensées vont toujours vers sa famille.​
   - His thoughts always go toward his family. 

Common Verbs Used with "Vers" 
 

Aller vers To go to 

Se diriger vers To head to 

Regarder vers To look to 

Avancer vers To move towards 

Tourner vers To turn to 

Marcher vers To walk towards 

Se pencher vers To lean towards 
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Se tourner vers To turn oneself towards 

Voyager vers To travel towards 

2. Understanding "Envers" 
 

"Envers" means "toward" in a figurative sense, often 
indicating an attitude, action, or feeling directed at 
someone or something. Unlike "vers," it is not used for 
physical direction or approximation. 

Uses of "Envers" 
 

1. Attitudes or behaviors toward someone or 
something: 

   - Soyez gentils envers les autres.​
   - Be kind toward others. 

2. Emotional or moral obligations: 

   - Elle a une grande responsabilité envers ses 
enfants.​
   - She has a great responsibility toward her children. 

3. Actions or gestures directed at someone: 

   - Son attitude envers moi a changé.​
   - His attitude toward me has changed. 
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Key Difference: "Vers" vs. "Envers" 
 

Context Use "Vers" Use "Envers" 

Physical 
direction 

Elle court vers 
l’école. (She 
runs toward the 
school.) 

Not applicable 

Approximation Le train arrive 
vers midi. (The 
train arrives 
around noon.) 

Not applicable 

Emotional / 
moral 
obligations 

Not applicable Elle est loyale 
envers son 
patron. (She is 
loyal toward her 
boss.) 

3. Tricky Rules and Tips 
 

"Vers" can sometimes overlap with "to", “around” or 
"about" in English, especially when expressing 
approximation.  
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Example: Je viendrai vers trois heures translates as 
"I’ll come around three o’clock." 

 

"Envers" is never used to describe physical direction. 
Always reserve it for abstract or figurative contexts. 

If you’re unsure, think about the context. If it’s a 
movement or time-related idea, "vers" is the better 
choice. If it’s about an attitude or moral responsibility, 
use "envers." 

Remember that prepositions don’t always translate 
word-for-word between French and English. Learning 
them in context will help solidify your understanding. 
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