
 
SUR - SOUS - AU DESSUS - EN DESSOUS 

PAR DESSUS - PAR DESSOUS 
 

SUR 
 
 

On, upon, over 

FOLLOWED BY   
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LA POMME EST SUR 
LA TABLE. 

 
The apple is on  

the table. 

DESSUS 
 
 

Above, over 

NOT FOLLOWED BY 
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LA POMME EST  
DESSUS. 

 
The apple is on (it).  

AU-DESSUS DE 
 
 
 

Above, over 

FOLLOWED BY  
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LE GRILLE-PAIN EST 
AU-DESSUS DU 
MICRO-ONDES. 

 
The toaster is above 

the microwave.  

PAR-DESSUS 
 
 

Across, over 

ACTION IS 
INVOLVED 

IL A SAUTÉ 
PAR-DESSUS.  

 
He jumped over (it). 

PAR-DESSUS ACTION IS IL A SAUTÉ 
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LE / LA / LES 
 
 

Across (the),  
over (the) 

INVOLVED  
+  

DEFINITE ARTICLE  
+  

NOUN 

PAR-DESSUS  
LA BARRIÈRE. 

 
He jumped over  

the fence. 

SOUS 
 
 

Under, beneath 

FOLLOWED BY  
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LE CHIEN EST SOUS 
LA TABLE. 

 
The dog is under the 

table.  

DESSOUS 
 
 

Below, underneath 

NOT FOLLOWED BY 
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LE CHIEN EST 
DESSOUS. 

 
The dog is under (it). 

EN-DESSOUS DE 
 
 
 

Below, underneath 

FOLLOWED BY  
NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

LE MICRO-ONDES 
EST EN-DESSOUS 
DU GRILLE-PAIN. 

 
The microwave is 
under the toaster.  

PAR-DESSOUS 
 
 

Underneath, from 

ACTION IS 
INVOLVED 

L’EAU EST ENTRÉE 
PAR-DESSOUS. 

 
The water entered 
from underneath.  

PAR-DESSOUS 
LE / LA / LES 

 
 

Underneath (the),  
from (the) 

ACTION IS 
INVOLVED  

+  
DEFINITE ARTICLE  

+  
NOUN 

L’EAU EST ENTRÉE 
PAR-DESSOUS 

LA PORTE. 
 

The water came in 
under the door.  
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